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2.4. JOHN WINTHROP, EXCERPTS FROM “A
MODELL OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY” (1630)

preacher in England, delivered the sermon “A Model of Christian Charity” to Puritans tho W;Ze
migrating to New England. We do not know whether Winthrop gave the sermon to dep;%mng ;Zve
nists in England or en route to New England. Indeed, no written record of a person claiming ©° 59
heard it survives. It is likely that no one published Winthrop’s sermon during the 17th cemug[h“
cause few of the ideas would have struck its original audience as unusual or particularly HO[;‘:m o
Below are excerpts from the concluding section of the sermon, which has become one of t

famous examples of colonial literature.

God Almighty in his most holy and wise prov-
idence, hath soe disposed of the condition of
mankind, as in all times some must be rich, some

poore, some high and eminent in power and dignitie;
others mean and in submission. . ..

18-
: mes BroW™
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It rests now to make some app “C?t;gf eof‘"‘”w
course, by the present designe, Yvh ich g;e proPe upl
of writing of it. Herein are 4 thlngs;jo the € /lp-*"“
first the persons, ;Neeyare co?
the meanes. 1. For the persons
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In 1630, John Winthrop, first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company and occasiond! la
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professing ourselves fellow members of ¢, e
which respect onely though wee were absent f;
: ; Om
each other many miles, and had our imploymengs

farre distant, yet wee ought to account ourselyes kniats
together by this bond of love, and, live ip he exert
cise of it, if wee would have comforte of oy being i,;
Christ. This was notorious in the practise of the Chris-
tians in former times; . | 2nly for the worke ee have
in hand. It is by a mutuatf consent, through 3 speciall
overvaluing providence and a more than an ordinary
approbation of the Churches of Christ, to seeke oyt a
place of cohabitation and Consorteshipp under a due
[ of Covernment'both divill and ecclesiasticall,
In such cases as this, the care of the publique must
oversway all private respects, by which, not only con-
science, but meare civill pollicy, dothe binde us. For
it is a true rule that particular Estates cannot subsist
in the ruin of the publique. 3ly The end is to improve
our lives to doe more service to the Lord; the com-
forte and encrease of the body of Christe, whereof
we are members; that ourselves and posterity may be
the better preserved from the common corruptions
of this evill world, to serve the Lord and worke out
our Salvation under the power and purity of his holy
ordinances. 4thly for the meanes whereby this must
be effected.with the
worke and end wee aime at. TheSe wee see are extraor-
dinary, therefore wee must not content ourselves
with usuall ordinary meanes. Whatsoever wee did, or
ought to have done, when wee lived in England, the
same must wee doe, and more allsoe, where wee goe.
That which the most in theire churches mainetaine as
truthe in profession onely, wee must bring into famil-
iar and constant practise; as in this duty of love, wee
must love brotherly without dissimulation, wee must
love one another with a pure hearte fervently. Wee
must beare one anothers burthens. We must not looke
onely on our owne things, but allsoe on the things of
our brethren. Neither must wee thinke that the Lord
will beare with such faileings at our hands as he dothe
from those among whome wee have lived; and that
for these 3 Reasons; 1. In regard of the more neare
bond of mariage between him and us, wherein hee
hath taken us to be his, after a most strickt and pecu-
liar manner, which will make them the more jealous
of our love and obedience. Soe he tells the people of
Israell, you onely have I knowne of all the families of the
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mission. The Lord hath given
own articles. Wee have profes
and those accounts,

Us leave to drawe oyr
sed to enterprise these
upon these and those ends, Wee
have hereupon besought Him of favour and blessing,

Now if the Lord shall please to heare us, and bring us
in peace to the place we desire, then hath hee ratified
this covenant and sealed our Commission, and will
expect a strict performance of the articles contained
in it; but if wee shall neglect the observation of these
articles which are the ends wee have propounded,
and, dissembling with our God, shall fall to embrace
this present world and prosecute our carnall inten-
tions, seeking greate things for ourselves and our pos-
terity, the Lord will surely breake out in wrathe against
us: be revenged of such a [sinful] people and make us
knowe the price of the breache of such a.covenam‘
Now the onely way to avoyde this shipwracke, and
to provide for our posterity, is t0 followe t;ehcc;tll;-'
sell of Micah, to doe justly, 0 love mercy, to0 lf’a “thei
with our God. For this end, wee must be knitt t0ge h
i i e man. Wee must emename- eac
in this worke, as on : " be willng ©
other in brotherly affection. We‘e’m e .
abridge ourselves of our superfluities, 10T )
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delight in eache other, mme
rejoice together, MY
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gether, allwayes haue ;
d community

merce together in all
and liberality. Wee must '
other’s conditions our oune;

r, labour and suffer 10

togethe commission an

ing before our eyes our
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22 COLONISTS ON THE MARGINS

f enemiés €
in the worke, as members of the same body. Soe shall  the world. Wee shall open the mouthes 0

; d all professo®
wee keepe the unitie of the spirit in the bond of peace. The  speake evill of the wayes of God. an
Lord will be our God, and delight to dwell among us,

ces of many @
for God’s sake. Wee shall shame the t.a‘esm‘m. 0 b
; : P ] eire prayer> = -
as his oune people, and will command a blessingupon  God’s worthy servants, and cause thbe coljl sumed o
us in all our wayes. Soe that wee shall see much more turned into curses upon us till wee e
of his wisdome, power, goodness and truthe, than  of the good land whither wee are 2 &
formerly wee haue been acquainted with. Wee shall

finde that the God of Israell is among us, when ten of d
us shall be able to resist a thousg s ”
when hee shall make ys 3 Prayse and glory that men 1. What kind of relationship do’es hat was &%
s.;ha'll say of succeeding Plantations, “the Lord make . el -

e QUESTIONS
nd of our enemies;

between his audience and GO e}
that relationship help tothshould police &
people are on a hill. The eies of all Bay colonistsj b(?elief that the) - “‘:t)
with oyr Gogpiﬁr;:l's' Soe that if wee shall deale falsely other’s behaYlOl’. g = Wh‘“u; oo
S0¢ cause hjy to ljvn,l?cr[ke wee l'mve undertaken, and 2. Based_ on b\gliz‘t,}elrfh;; e o

US, wee sha]] be Made 3 ::(‘)N et i help from colonists

. n North Americ®’
Ty and a by-word through “New” England in No
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